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2HS'1 This guide explains the circumstances in which photographers must charge retail sales tax as well as outlining the 
items on which they do not pay tax. 


VENDOR PERMIT 


If you sell photographs, you are a vendor and must charge retail sales tax to your customers. If you have not already 
registered your business and obtained a vendor permit, you must do so by contacting your local Retail Sales Tax 
Office. Ontario Sales Tax Guide 100 — ‘‘Do You Need A Vendor Permit?’’ — will provide you with further information. 


CHARGING TAX 


You must charge tax on the selling price of your photographs. The price on which retail sales tax is charged includes: 


e travel charges 

© set-up and sitting charges 

© professional fees 

e developing and printing charges 
e postage and handling 


These charges are all taxable, whether or not you show them separately on your bills. 
You are not required to collect tax from a customer who gives you a purchase exemption certificate. This may happen 
when the customer is going to resell the photograph or use it in printing a publication, such as a newspaper or book. 


TAX-FREE ITEMS 


By giving purchase exemption certificates to your suppliers, you may buy materials free of tax that become part of 
your finished product. These materials include paper, mounts and frames. See Sales Tax Guide 104 for more information 
on exemption certificates. 


If, in a fiscal year, you sell more than $5,000 worth of photographs that you have produced, you qualify as a manufacturer. 
This entitles you to exemptions on production equipment and materials such as: 


air brushes film and film loaders 
analyzers flash equipment 
cameras flood lights 
chemicals lamp supports 
dryers lenses 
easels light meters 
enlargers timers 
filters trays 

tripods. 


Repairs to non-taxable production equipment are also non-taxable. 


The information in this publication is only a guideline. For 
more specific information, please consult the Retail Sales 
Tax Act or contact your local Retail Sales Tax Office listed 
in the blue pages of your telephone directory. 
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